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with the service for
The Ending of a Pastoral Relationship
February 14, 2021
St Thomas Aquinas once defined Spiritual Communion as “an ardent desire to receive Jesus
in the Most Holy Sacrament and in lovingly embracing him as if we had actually received
him.”
St Teresa of Avila wrote: “When you do not receive communion and you do not attend Mass,
you can make a spiritual communion, which is a most beneficial practice; by it the love of God
will be greatly impressed on you.”
St Catherine of Siena was afraid that a Spiritual Communion was nothing compared to a
Sacramental Communion. In a vision of our Lord she saw him hold up two chalices and say,
“In this golden chalice I put your Sacramental Communions. In this silver chalice I put your
Spiritual Communions. Both chalices are pleasing to me.”
St Jean Vianney, the Curé d’Ars, wrote: “A spiritual communion acts on the soul as blowing
does on a cinder-covered fire which was about to go out. Whenever you feel your love of God
growing cold, quickly make a spiritual communion.”
A prayer of intention.
Our purpose is to offer this act of Spiritual Communion, in union with the
faithful at every altar of the Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being
celebrated, to the praise and glory of almighty God, for our good and that of
all God’s Holy Church. May joy and peace, amendment of life, room for true
penitence, the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit, and steadfastness in good
works be granted us by the almighty and merciful Lord. Amen.

The Rite
In the name of the (+) Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Confession of Sin
V. Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourself. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
R. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive
us; that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your Name. Amen.
May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of all our sins,
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
V. Lord, have mercy
R. Christ, have mercy
V. Lord, have mercy

Kyrie

Gloria
V. Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
R. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord, God, Lamb of God
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

V. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
(+) in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory
upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his
countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Readings
The First Reading - 2 Kings 2:1-12
When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for
the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and
as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him,
“Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And
he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.”
But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So
they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near
to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your
master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the
Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also
went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the
Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed
on dry ground.
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for
you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double
share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you
see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.”
As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.
Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and
its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own
clothes and tore them in two pieces.
The Word of the Lord

The Epistle - 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
The Word of the Lord
The Gospel - Mark 9:2-9
V. The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
R. Glory to you, Lord Christ
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know
what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from
the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but
only Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
V. The Gospel of the Lord
R. Praise to you, Lord Christ

The Nicene Creed
V. I believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
R. I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made
of one Being with the Father.
V. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
R. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
V. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
R. I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
I look for the resurrection of the dead,
(+) and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Commissioning of a Senior Warden
Chrissy
I present to you Rebecca Spurlock to be admitted to the ministry of
Senior Warden in this congregation
Fr. Chris
Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, we are all baptized by the
one Spirit into one Body, and given gifts for a variety of ministries for the
common good. Our purpose is to commission this person in the Name of God
and of this congregation to a special ministry to which she is called.
The Celebrant asks the sponsor
Is this person you are to present prepared by a commitment to Christ as Lord,
by regular attendance at worship, and by the knowledge of her duties, to
exercise her ministry to the honor of God, and the well-being of his Church?
Chrissy
I believe she is.
The Celebrant then says to the candidate
You have been called to a ministry in this congregation. Will you, as long as you
are engaged in this work, perform it with diligence?
Rebecca
I will.
Will you faithfully and reverently execute the duties of your ministry to the
honor of God, and the benefit of the members of this congregation?
Rebecca
I will.

The Outgoing and Incoming Wardens say this antiphon, from Proverbs 2 and Psalm 119
Chrissy
The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge
and understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the
upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity.
Rebecca
I am your servant; grant me understanding:
Chrissy
That I may know your decrees.
Rebecca
The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge
and understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the
upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity.
Fr Chris: Let us pray. (Silence)
O Eternal God, the foundation of all wisdom and the source of all
courage: Enlighten with your grace the Wardens and Vestry of this
congregation, and so rule their minds, and guide their counsels, that in all things
they may seek your glory and promote the mission of your Church; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
In the Name of God and of this congregation. I commission you,
Rebecca, as Warden in this Parish.

Ending of a Pastoral Relationship
Fr. Chris
On the 1st day of January, 2016 I began my service as rector of Trinity
Episcopal Church in Oshkosh. I have, with God’s help and to the best of my
abilities, exercised this trust, accepting its privileges and responsibilities.
After prayer and careful consideration, it now seems to me that I should leave
this charge, and I publicly state that my tenure as rector of Trinity ends this day.
Do you, the people of Trinity, recognize and accept the conclusion of this
pastoral relationship?
People

We do.

The departing Minister and the Incoming and Outgoing Senior Wardens on behalf of the
congregation then say together the following prayer
Fr. Chris
O God, you have bound us together for a time as pastor and
people to work for the advancement of your kingdom in this place: We give you
humble and hearty thanks for the ministry which we have shared in these years
now past.
Chrissy We thank you for your patience with us despite our blindness and
slowness of heart. We thank you for your forgiveness and mercy in the face of
our many failures.
Rebecca Especially we thank you for your never-failing presence with us
through these years, and for the deeper knowledge of you and of each other
which we have attained.
Fr. Chris
We thank you for those who have been joined to this part of
Christ’s family through baptism. We thank you for opening our hearts and
minds again and again to your Word, and for feeding us abundantly with the
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of your Son.
Chrissy Now, we pray, be with those who leave and with us who stay; and
grant that all of us, by drawing ever nearer to you, may always be close to each
other in the communion of your saints. All this we ask for the sake of Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

Rebecca O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on
your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual
working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let
the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things
were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Preparation for a Spiritual Communion
Preface
Let us pray: It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for
you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before
time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them
with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and,
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining
with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and
glorify your Name, as we say
Sanctus
V. Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
R. Hosanna in the highest.
V. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
R. Hosanna in the highest.
O God, the King of saints, we praise and glorify your holy Name for all your
servants who have finished their course in your faith and fear: for the blessed
Virgin Mary; for the holy patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs; and for all
your other righteous servants, known to us and unknown; and we pray that,
encouraged by their examples, aided by their prayers, and strengthened by their
fellowship, we also may be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light;
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by
the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in
peace.
Remember Matthew our Bishop, Michael the Presiding Bishop, and all who
minister in your Church.
Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.
Here are mentioned additional intentions, including from the parish, diocese, and Anglican
Communion cycles of prayer.
Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is
known to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, (with
) and all the
saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with
them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Communion Prayer
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
A Concluding Prayer
Rebecca
Almighty God, we thank you for drawing us into the Body of
Christ through the sacrament of Baptism, and sustaining us at the eucharistic
feast. We thank you for uniting us through Christ in the fellowship of your
Holy Spirit. We thank you for raising up among us faithful servants of your
Word and Sacraments. We thank you especially for the work of Father Chris
among us, and the presence of his family here. Grant that both he and we may
serve you in the days ahead, and always rejoice in your glory, and come at length
into your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Final Blessing
Fr. Chris prays the concluding blessing
May God, who has led us in the paths of justice and truth, lead us still, and
keep us in his ways.
Amen.
May God, whose Son has loved us and given himself for us, love us still, and
establish us in peace.
Amen.
May God, whose Spirit unites us and fills our hearts with joy, illumine us still,
and strengthen us for the years to come.
Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.
V. Let us bless the Lord
R. Thanks be to God

